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England and Russia. 
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not be able 
frontier, and 
that Engle 
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PoLrricAL. 


of the 30th May, is very indignant at the 
following terms of peace which it says have 


been proposed by Russia, namely, that a 


Ambassador shall remain in Afghanistan, that the Afghan 
will have to leave the hill pass of Zulfikar, that the Ameer will 
to repair the fort of Herat or to station troops on the Afghan 
that Meruchak should be ceded to Russia. The writer says 
should no longer desire for a treaty with Russia. 


e Chéru Vartd, of the lst June, says that Russia’s object i 


England and Russia. 


for 


repare the way for the invasion of India by 
eeping the English engaged in negotiations 


a treaty. Owing to want of judgment on the part of the English, 


Russia is gradually attaining that object. There is no probability of peace, 
and even if a treaty is concluded it will not prove lasting. It being so, 
the English should rely upon their strength. It will be most unwise to 
keep Indians lifeless and at the same time to enter upon a war with 


Russia. 


8 The Burdwan Sanjtoant, of the 2nd June, says that no benefit has 


The Soudan war and its expenses. 


been derived from the Soudan war and that 
much blood and treasure has been wasted in 


i, The writer cannot understand according to what principle of justice India 
will be saddled with a portion of the expenses of that war. 
4, The Sansodhint, of the 8rd June, says that instead of seeking the 


Government and the Ameer. 


of his own motion, enters into a friendship 


friendship of the Ameer, Government should 
garrison the Indian frontier. If the Ameer, 
with the English, there is no 


objection to the acceptance of that friendship; but friendship of the Ameer 
obtained by solicitations has no value. 


5. The Sahachar, of the 8rd June, says that Englishmen who. are 


Government and Indians. 


anxious for prestige fear Indians more than 
they fear Russia. The words of such English- 


men betray that the social and political improvement of Indians which 
delights Englishmen of liberal views grieves them. Lord Randolph Chur- 
chill who belongs to the prestige party has been alarmed at the political 


pit and unity of Indians, 


eferring to Lord Randolph Churchill’s 


allusion to the dissatisfaction of Indians, and to the danger to which it may 
lead in the event of the defeat of the English in a war with Russia, the 


or says, that though Indian princes and troops have many grievances, 


they will never rise against the British Government even if it is defeated by 
ussia @ hundred times. The man who considers the unity, the political 
tnthusiasm and the ability of Indians as dangerous to the British Government, 


must be ver 


obliged to 


papers; but 


y narrow-hearted indeed. Lord Randolph Churchill has been 


admit the ability, the large circulation and experience of native 


he is not pleased at these things, as he considers these papers to 
¢ the enemies of the British 


Government. Probably the “feelings of all 


oe towards Indians are similar to those of Lord Randolph Churchill. For 
“Teason Indians fear the Tories so much. 


he same paper says, that those only who are narrow-hearted and 
Educated Indians. 


a 


t their power. 


shortsighted like Sir Rivers Thompson look 
with disfavour upon educated Indians and 
Lord Ripon has learnt the power of educated 


hal of me Dufferin is learning it, and because Sir Auckland Colvin, the 
Oneer, 


Wilians has learned it, he wrote an article upon the subject in the 


Another ornament 


of the Civilans also has admitted the power 
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of educated Indians. The Civilian gentleman has shown that volyp. 
teer corps have been formed for the benefit of the whole of India and 
not for the benefit of the Anglo-Indians alone, and that it being so, Indians 
have a right of admission into those corps. He has also clearly shown that 
the enrolment of natives as volunteers, far from being injurious, will he 
beneficial to Government and that refusal to accede to the desire of 
natives for admission into the volunteer corps may be attended with serioys 
consequences. He has also clearly shown that educated Indians are . 
most powerful class in India, that their strength is gradually increasing, 
that they are the chief helpers of Government in the administration of 
India, and that ill-treatment of them will be very injurious to the English 
Government. The Anglo-Indians and their leader Sir Rivers Thompson, 
- will now perhaps come to their senses, 
Samacuak, 7. The same paper says, that the Boundary Commission has lowered 
June 3rd, 1885. | itself in the estimation of the Turkomans andj 
— Afghans. It should now be recalled, The 
Commission should return through Persia, for no member of the Commission 
will return if it attempts to return through Afghanistan the people of which are 
bitterly hostile to the English. A war between England and Russia is 
sure to happen sometime afterwards. The English Government should 
see that this war takes place near the Indus. It is no longer possible 
to maintain an independent Afghanistan. It is the interest of Indians 
that the Russian and British Empires should touch each other. Because 
such has not yet been the case, the English have to pay large sums of 
money to the Ameer. The Ameer will join Russia in the time of danger. 
The writer will not be surprized if within five years the position of Afghan- 
istan becumes similar to that of Bokhara. Indians should be glad at 
such a result. | 
Puasa RanDHD, 8. The Prajdbandhu, of the 5th June, says that many Englishmen are 
a an 4, ow saying that had Lord Beaconsfield been 
a ou" alive, he would never have shown such inactivity 
at this time. But Mr. Gladstone is firm 
amidst these hostile criticisms. The Premier thought, that if England 
once entered upon a war with Russia, she would not be able to easily get 
out of it, and that the loss of English prestige caused by the pocketing of 
the insult offered by Russia would be greater in the event of England being 
defeated by Russia, and that there would be no limit to the injury which both 
England and India would have to suffer ifa war broke out with Russia. 
But frantic Englishmen did not consider these things, and blamed 
Mr. Gladstone. All this however could not shake the Premier’s firmness. 
PuATiEAR, 9. The Pratikdr, of the 5th June, says, that whether Russia invades 
June 5th, 1886, India or not, India will become impoverished 
owing to the payment of subsidies to. the 
Ameer. What steps are being taken to prevent the ruin of India in this 
manner ? 
Anva Danray, 10. The Arya Darpan, of the 5th June, highly commends the 
a ° efforts of Mr. Gladstone to make up the 


Payment of subsidies to the Amir. 


Mr. Gladstone and war with difference between England and Russia with- 


Russi ° 
~e out resorting to war. What ruin would 


have ensued, if the affairs of England had not now remained in his hands? 
It is fortunate that he is now the Premier. 
Ucnit Vakra, ll. The Uchit Vakid, of the 6th June, says that the stay of the — 
ce ae Boundary Commission in Afghanistan 
| not producing any good results, but is rather 
producing injurious consequences. ‘The prestige of the Commission 1s gone. 
Now that there is probability of a war with Russia, fur which a large sum.of 


The Boundary Commission. 
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ney will be necessary, money should not be wasted for the maintenance of a 
eles Commission. The hard-earned money of Indians should not be wasted. 
Under these circumstances the Commission should be withdrawn. 

12, The same paper says that England has taught Russia to attack 
Afghanistan by her own invasions of that 
country. If England can seek to annex a 

art of Afghanistan for strengthening her frontier, cannot also Russia tr 

o obtain Panjdeh to strengthen her frontier? Now the English should not 
atterand pay subsidies to the Ameer any longer. England has shown 
sufficient desire for peace. If she keeps up a pacific attitude any longer, 
Russia will consider her cowardly. Russia’s pride should be humbled. 

13. The same paper gives a cartoon in which Afghanistan is repre- 

ss ak Adal sented asa sheep, England as a lion, and 

England, Rnssie an’ “ome ~—s-Russia as a bear. The English lion is 
represented as drawing the Afghan sheep by its foreleg while the Russian 
bear is represented as seizing its ear and whispering something into it, and 
ss having advanced one of his legs. The lion is represented as flattering 
it, and saying to the sheep, that he will give it what he wants if it remains 
on his side, and the sheep is represented as thinking within itself that 
this is a good chance for it and as making unreasonable demands; and the 
bear is represented as asking the sheep what the lion told it and reminding 
it of the services rendered by him to the sheep, which is represented as 
ayn that it will never forget the services of the bear, but will remain on 
its side. 


14, The Bangabdst, of the 6th June, says that the dispute between 


i al Raclaad, England and Russia is not likely to be termi- 


nated by the decision of the King of Denmark. 
He cannot possibly fix a boundary between Russian and Afghan territories. 
The utmost that he may do, will probably be to decide in regard to the 
ighting at Panjdeh what party, the Afghan, the Russian, or the English were 
the aggressors. ven admitting for the sake of argument that he declares 
the English to be innocent and the Russians to be guilty, will that 
decision at once compel the Russians to withdraw from Panjdeh for 
good? Will the frontier dispute be settled at the mere fiat of the 
King of Denmark? If not, why go about.making a noise by weakly com- 
plaining of the action of Russia and imploring others to act as mediators 
between her and England? This delay will make Russia a gainer and 
not a loser. If what the Z%mes says be true, “ that war between England and 
Russia is only postponed, and that the postponement cannot be very long,” 
why does England humble herself so much before Russia by courting peace 
on such dishonourable terms ? Why does England lower ber proud head 
before the world by ceding Panjdeh which has ever been an Afghan 
possession, to Russia P 


15. The Navavibhdkar, of the 8th June, says that the world will not 
England and Russia’s rule in Asia. believe that countries can prosper and be 
under th civilized under British dominion alone and 
in Ind; ¢ rule of no other nation. It is absurd to say that British dominion 
- thet waich is the most civilized country in Asia, has benefited the world, 
prs Russian dominion in -Turkomenia which is the most uncivilized 
cam he Asia, has done nothing of the kind. In reality, Russia has done 
tera te in this respect than England. She has established order in 
nelish i sia which never before enjoyed the blessings of peace. The 
. os themselves would have admitted this if they had not been apprehen- 


lve 0 . No - . : . e e e Ps 
ng fa ussian Invasion of India. Russia has had dominion in Asia for 
ery long time, 


annex barbarous co 


England and Russia. 


untries adjoining her dominion in Asia, the guilt of the 


If it be a heinous offence on the part of Russia to | 
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English, who annexed countries from their own territories, must be far mors 
heiaous. No country in the world can surpass England in the matter of 


annexing foreign territory. 


16. The same paper says that it is rumoured that the Royal Enginee, 
Lieutenant Jennings, inspected the route from 
Hate Toute from the Persian Gultto the Persian Gulf to Herat in disguise. He had 
not to traverse more than 60 miles of desert. 
The English Government believes that this route belongs neither to Persia 
nor to Afghanistan. But this opinion is erroneous. Both Afghanistan and 
Persia lay claim to this route. If the English Government sends troops _ 
by that route it will incur the displeasure of both the countries. But it 
perhaps hopes to obtain permission to send troops by that route from the — 
rulers of both the countries. 

17. The Ananda Bazar Pairtkad of the 8th June, is glad that the 

_ Premier has become very much satisfied with 

proovernment and the Native the loyalty shown by the native princes, and 

that the Secretary of State bas, at his request, 

asked the Government of India to thank those princes. The princes will be 

gratified to learn that the authorities have become satisfied with their loyalty, 

The writer prays that the English Government may never again disturb 
the minds of the loyal native princes by unjust treatment. 

18. The same paper says that the Pioneer desires that the Ameer should 
make efforts for establishing his influence over 
the people of Herat; and that the English 
Government should induce the Ameer to doso. But the Pioneer should con- 
sider that no one can say that the Ameer upon whom it relies will never join 
Russia. The Ameer is not the only influential person in Afghanistan. There 
are many persons there so powerful that if they combine by some chance 
they may dethrone the Ameer. The Afghans again do not love the Ameer 
but only fearhim. Under these circumstances, the English should not rely 
upon the strength of Afghanistan. Ifthe English Government can make 
the Ameer the sole ruler of Afghanistan and can crush his enemies, can 
remove the hostile feelings entertained by Afghans towards Englishmen from 
their minds, can remove the fear of Russia awakened in the hearts of 
Afghans by the battle of Panjdeh, and can destroy the affection of the people 
of Herat for Ayub, then only can it safely rely upon the strength of 
Afghanistan. But it is impossible to do allthis, and it being so, Govern- 
ment should cease to rely upon Afghanistan. 

19. The same paper says that the Hnglishman has condemned the 
oppressions in Russian jails. But it would 
have entitled itself to the gratitude of millions 
of people and would have, at the same time, attained the object with which it 
alluded to the oppressions in Russian jails if it had tried to put an end to the 
oppressions in Indian jails. The Hnglishman has surely alluded to the oppres- 
sions in Russian jails with the object of making Indians averse to Russiat 
rule. The Englishman believed that if aversion to Russian rule can be 
awakened in the minds of Indians, they will become attached to British rule. 
But if the Hnglishman desires to attach Indians to British rule, it should have 
tried to put an end to the present rigorous system of jail administration 
in this country. 

20. The same paper says that, the English should not proclaim the evil 
deeds of the Ameer who is now their friend. 
If they do so, every one will hate the Ameer 
and stains will be cast upon the British Government. If Russia then invades 
Afghanistan, on the pretext of punishing the Ameer for his evil deeds, her 
action will probably receive the support of many European powers. — 


The Pioneer and the Ameer. 


Jail oppressions in Russia. 
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e same paper says that Russia’s newly-kindled desire for 
~” - caida has not yet made her blind to 
her interests like mm ee gtd ny ae 
jties, Russia will not engage now in a war with England as she 
peng any benefit from a immediate war with her. The writer 
10 not say that the English do not possess as much good sense. Had not 
ir Gladstone and Lord Dufferin possessed that quality they could not 
have suyed the British Empire from its present danger. 


England and Rassia. 


99, The same paper says that the battle of Panjdeh would not have 


ree probably taken place if Sir Peter Lumsden had 

The Panjdeh. altar. not acted hurriedly and unwisely ; and that if 
that battle had not taken place, the differences with Russia would have been 
far more easily settled. It is for the English nation to judge whether or 
not Sir Peter Lumsden should be tried for bringing disgrace upon England. 


But should not Sir Peter be tried for being the cause of expenditure of 
millions of Indian money P 


93. The Samaya, of the 8th June, remarks in reference to the 

| apprehended war between England and Russia 

sp gee acon that the Czar must be greatly mistaken if he 
thought that it was only necessary for his Russian troops to take the field to 
obtain victory and to achieve the conquest of India. What grounds could 
hehave for such expectations ? Who could say that the Russian Bear would 
not fall before the arms of the British Lion? In wealth and valour the 
English are now the foremost nation in the world. It is not easy to oppose 


- them with arms. If the Czar is wise, he will without delay make peace with 
England. 


24, The Surabhi, of the 9th June, says that it should not be surprized 


ited ind Mikes. if the rumour about the Ameer’s death proved 

true. The Ameer was set up on the throne by 
the English and he is in favour of the English. But the Afghan people are 
bitterly hostile to the English. The favourites of the Afghans, Ayub Khan 
and Yakub Khan are again living as prisoners in Persia and India respectively. 
Many persons believed that the Afghans would assassinate the present Ameer 
and set up Ayub or some other person on the throne of Afghanistan, 
and employ against the English Government arms and ammunitions given 


by itself, Indeed, it will not be well for England unless she severs all con- 
nection with Afghanistan. 


“3. The Dainik, of the 12th June, remarks that the probability of 
England and Russia. a war between England and Russia has been 


: productive of one great advantage to the 
batives of India. It has enabled the English to understand that the Indian 


population is not hostile to them. 


The outburst of loyalty among the 
People of India at the.time of Lord 


Ripon’s departure from this country, 
“early showed that they always heartily respect aud love rulers of god-like 
8, age h: and now when Russia is casting angry and covetous looks 
i India from across the Afghan frontier and making the English 
—- the nations have risen up like one man to support the British 

ma © with their lives and properties. The spectacle has come as a 
a Py all the nations of the world. The English have now come to 
true Pe the people whom they occasionally oppress and put down are their 
nends in the hour of danger. If this loyal people are always trusted, 


and if their int ‘ 
08ers in acme are promoted, the English will be but gainers and not 
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26. The same paper says that, under British rule the warlike races of 
The English Government ana Lndia are being gradually emasculated, The 
the weakening of the people of distrust of the people by Englishmen is indirect) 
India. having the effect of dissuading Indians hen 
adopting the military profession. It cannot be said that Government is giving 
a military training to the people, simply because it employs a number of 
sepoys in the army. Government lacks the courage to appoint respectable 
natives as officers inthe army. The people are loyal, but they are losing their 
self-defensive capacity, and the English will be seriously to blame if 
when they leave India the natives are left in a weak and defenceless condition, 
By depriving Indians of their power of self-defence, Government is not only _ 
committing an error, but an extremly guilty act also. 
27. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 12th June, does not think that there 


The Ministry will be any hope of good if the present Liberal 

Ministry resigns office at this time, when it jg 
quietly trying to free England from her political embarrassments, Nobody 
knows what the result of the general election will be, whether the Liberals 
or the Conservatives will return to power. Ifthe latter should come off 


victorious in the contest, there can be no doubt that the flames of war will 
be kindled on all sides. 


Pusrtic ADMINISTRATION. 


28. The Uchit Vakid, of the 30th May, referring to the rule made for 

| the protection of beasts by the Maharajah of 

ia bois preventing the shoot Cashmere that licenses will have to be aie out 
by those who will hunt in his State, asks, will 

not the English Government make a rule forthe protection of men from | 


the hands of those who shoot them under the mistaken impression that they 
are shooting at beasts ? 


29. The same paper asks, why does not Government enquire about the 


ccliikel ieee o> system of inoculation discovered in France which 


tecting men from attacks of cho- protects men from the attack of cholera ? 
era. 


380. The Paridarshak, of the 31st May, remarks that the movement 


i bininie ee Te the native comunity for obtaining the right 
of admission into the volunteer corps, bids fair to 
become successful. It is said that the rules for the formation of a native 
volunteer corps will soon be published. There can be no doubt that by 
sanctioning this measure, Lord Dufferin will like Lord Ripon become an 
object of reverence with the people of this country. Could not the Arms Act 
be now taken up for a little careful consideration ? 
31. The same paper expresses the hope that Sir Rivers Thompson will 


nal Self. : _ grant the prayer of the inhabitants of Tipperah, 
Bg en oe for the ty ba ae of Local Self-Government 
into that district. 

32. The same paper contains an article headed “ Foreign rule” from 
Recidak iit which we extract the following observations :— 
2 It is generally said that this country has benefited 

by British rule. But how? It will be said the country has benefited 
by the spread of civilization, the extension of education and freer inter 
course with the world. Now most of these advantages are not enjoyed by 
China. Would it therefore be contended thatin order to confer these 


blessings upon China the English or the French should take the adminis 
tration of that country into their hands? Everybody will say no toit, and 
why? Because it is 


admitted on all hands that the administration of 4 
country, however defective it may be, should remain in the bands of the 
natives of that country, if its national and political independence which 
a sacred fact were to be preserved intact. Now as regards India, British 
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begun to crush her national and political independence. - The 

suffer all the woes attending political subjection, But they must 

er der British rule. It therefore behoves the Government to show less 
ive re <s in its dealings with the people at whose expense it has aggran- 
om ‘self Will it not even now look upon the natives of India with a 


ous eye and adopt a liberal policy at least from considerations of self- 
aed at this time when Russia is advancing towards the frontiers of 


‘a? 
a The same paper notices the death of Kumar Kumudeswar Singh, 


the sole lineal decendant of Maharajah 
Purandar Singh, who was at one time the 
King of Assam. Kundarpeswar Sing, the third in descent from Purandar, 
wag in receipt of a monthly allowance of Rs. 500 from the British Gov- 
‘nment when about four years ago he died leaving behind him a widow, 
ae is granted an allowance of Rs. 300 a month, and a son whose death 
has just taken place under painful circumstances. When the late Kumar 
was nearly sixteen years old, the Chief Commissioner of Assam thought of 
giving him an English education, and in spite of the strong objection on 
the part of his mother, the boy was forcibly removed to Dacca. A monthly 
grant of Rs, 30 was sanctioned for his education expenses, and he was 
directed to take up lodgings in a hostel. The Kumar, however, considered 
that to be beneath his dignity, and lived ina rented house, his expenses 
which now amounted to nearly Rs. 125 a month being paid by his mother 
out of her own allowance. He was subsequently tranferred to Sylhet, 
where also he was directed to put up ina hostel, and Government granted 
him a monthly allowance of Rs. 80. But the boy was extremely unwilling 
tolive in a thatched house being under a firm impression that this would 
kill him, and so he was living in a rented pucca house in Sylhet and paying 
his own expenses, without availing himself of the Government grant. But 
the Deputy Commissioner insisted upon his removing to the hostel and 
upon restricting his expenses to Rs. 30 a month, and ordered that if he 
did not go to the hostel of his own accord force would be used. The 
Kumar obeyed the order and the few days he remained in the hostel his 
sufferings were great. He could not sleep at night and not unoften there 
was nobody to look after him. Recently he fell ill and for some time 
nobody knew anything of it, and it was only when the disease (cholera) 
had fully developed itself that medical aid was called in, but to no purpose, 
The Kumar died after a few hours. Now has not this boy been murdered P 
Why was he compelled to live in a thatched hut against his will, and in 
disregard of his conviction that this would lead to his death P Who then 
took care of him ? The Deputy Commissioner did not probably know him 
by sight. The Editor beseeches the Government of India to direct a 
searching enquiry to be made into the cause of what is regarded as the 
murder of Kumar Kumudeswar Singh. 


34, The same paper is glad that Mr. Pope who has taken up the 


The late Kumar Kumudeswar Singh. 


Ms. Pope of Sylhet. duties cf Raj Mohan Baboo, in Sylhet, does - 


not like that Baboo harass the suitors by 
"nnecessary delay. Mr. Pope does his work ably and well. The only 
thing about him which can be complained of, is his habit of awarding to 
the offenders the maximum punishment prescribed in the law. 
85. The Chéru Vartd, of the lst June, says that Indians wil! not only 
Admission of natives into the army, VO Pecuniarily benefited, but that they will also 
a be. mentally improved by granting them ad- 
ae into the army. If the chains of slavery are somewhat slackened their 
Gor a Power will become twice as great as at present. The English 
~"etament has no interest in keeping Indians lifeless. The glory of. the 


PaRIDARSHAK, 
May Slst, 1885. 


CHaRvD VaRta, 
June Ist, 1885, 
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Burpwan Sansrvanl, 
June 2nd, 1885. 


Burpwan SansIVapi. 


Burpwapr Sanjivaul. 


SaHaCHas, 
June 3rd, 1885. 


( 766 ) 


English will increase and not diminish if Indians become powerfy) ;, 
mind. The admission of natives into the army will cure the English of 
Russophobia. 

36. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 2nd June, says that the 
Englishman which obtains information from 
the Lieutenant-Governor, from the Cop. 
missioner and from official papers, says that there is no distress jp 
Burdwan. Though the province is being ruined by famine, though 
thousands of persons are being reduced to skeletons owing to want of 
food, though the mother is snatching from the child its morsel of food. 
though the husband is forsaking his young and devoted wife, though 
respectable native women who never appear before strangers have laid 
aside their shame and are begging for food from strangers, native Editors 
it would seem, must not write these things. Jt cannot surely be the duty 
of loyal subjects to discredit Government before the civilized world and to 
disturb its sweet rest in the cool of the hills during this intense heat by 
raising a cry about distress. 

o7. The same paper says that its has seen with its own eyes that the 

Scarcity of water in the Burdwan People of villages have now to fetch water 
district. from a distance of two or three miles. Pure 
water can nowhere be found. In most tanks only a small quantity of 
water is left at the bottom and that small quantity of water is muddy. 
Cholera has broken out in many places. Far from being able to find a 
sufficient quantity of water to wash away filth, people cannot get a draught 
of pure water which is a very good medicine for cholera, Will the officials 
remain indifferent even after this? The members of the Burdwan Road 
Cess Committee requested the Collector to employ a part of the sum of 
Rs. 25,000 granted by Government for the relief of distress in the excavation 
of tanks and wells. It is said that the Collector has not consented to this 
proposal, but has said that he will refer the matter to the authorities, 
People are very much thankful for the Eden Canal because it is said that 
many bighas of land are irrigated with its water. But it is not remembered 
that an embankment has been raised along the middle of the Damudar 
near the sudder ghat of Burdwan, and that all the water on the westem — 
side of the embankment is carried to many places by the Eden Canal and 
the Banka river. The little water that passes below the embankment 
disappears after traversing ashort distance. Owing to this scarcity of water 
is being felt in more than two hundred villages on two sides of the Damudar. 
It is estimated that about 1,00,000 bighas of land are lying uncultivated owing 
to want of water. The tanks on the two sides of the Damudar dry up when 
that river dries up. Consequently the people have to fetch water from 4 
distance insummer. Owing to the diappearance of the Damudar, caused by 
the circumstance referred to above, the sufferings of the people from scarcity 
of water have become dreadful. 

38. A correspondent writing to the same paper complains of great 
scarcity of water in Agardahi under chowk 
Ranigunge in Burdwan. 

39. The Sahachar, of the 8rd June, says that the people of Burdwan, 

Scarcity of water in famine-afflictea Dankoora, Beerbhoom and Moorshedabad are | 
places. suffering greatly from scarcity of water 
besides suffering from scarcity of food. Large tanks have dried up. 
If Government does not soon re-excavate these tanks, the consequences W 
be disastrous. 

40. The same paper says that it is glad that Government i3 about 

Stopping of the extension of rail. 0 act according to its recommendatit®, 
ways namely that the expenditure of money upon te 


Government and distress. 


Scarcity of water in Agardahi. 
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tension of railways should be stopped before reduction of expenditure 
a more useful objects. 


= 41. The Sansodhini, of the 8rd June, is 
Babu Nobia Chunder Sen. 


very glad to hear of the judicial ability of 
hoo Nobin Chunder Sen, Sub-Divisional Officer of Feni. 
. "4g The same paper referring to the entertainment of Native 
ei of Native and English and English gentlemen of Commillah by 
in by Mr. Skrine in his house. © Mr, Skrine, the Magistrate, at an evening 
arty in his house, says that more frequent such mixing of Natives and 
Poglishmen becomes, the better for the country. 
43 The same paper says that it is rumoured that the Viceroy will 
permit the admission of natives into the 
volunteer corps. Indeed unless all classes of 
subjects are equally treated, they become discontented with the Government. 
44, The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 4th June, observes, in reference to 
the dreadful scarcity of water in the villages 


in the mofussil, that it is to be regretted that 
ghile Government wrings out the Public Works Cess, the Road Cess, and 


the License Tax from the people of this country, it does not at all attend 
to their sufferings. Almost everywhere in the mofussil, the people are 
suffering from a scarcity of water. Until Government supplies the want 
by excavating tanks and sinking wells, there will be no improvement in 
the agriculture of the country, or in the health of the peasants. 
45, The same paper remarks that the distress in Burdwan, Beerbhoom, 
| and adjacent districts is more due to the 
=e poverty of the inhabitants, than to any actual 
want of food supply in the country. The failure of the crops in the districts 
in question for successive years past, has brought about the present famine. 
Many are dying of starvation. In many places, for want of cloths all of which 
they have sold up, the people cannot come outin public to beg. A correspond- 
ent of the paper actually saw two women embracing each other, and remain- 
ing in that attitude in their hut, because through modesty they could not 
come out to ask for relief in a state of nakedness. In the train of this 
distress, has appeared cholera which is depopulating villages. This visitation 
issolely due to the use of bad food, and want of good drinking water. 
It is really to be regretted that in the face of this distress and desolation, 
Government remains indifferent. While it expends tens of millions of 
rupees On War preparations, it is unwilling to incur an outlay of ten to 
fifteen lakhs for the purpose of famine relief, and the provision of water- 
supply. It really passes one’s comprehension how a Government, which 
can look on with indifference, while innumerable people are dying untimely 
deaths for want of food, can proudly call itself civilized before the civilized 
world. The distressed are being temporarily relieved by certain religious, poli- 
lical and charitable Associations, and Government also is helping them to some 
txtent, But these Associations cannot help them for any very considerable 
lime. There is no probability that the people will be able to better their 
nnn by their own independent efforts. They have lost everything 
hey had. Under these circumstances, it is the duty of Government to 
te them a fresh start in life, by making such arrangements as may enable 
ca to return to their ordinary avocations in their native village. Govern- 
: nt should soon set about this task, otherwise the Burdwan Division will, 
no distant date, present a vast scene of ruin and desolation. 
46. The Patékd, of the 5th June, is glad that Mr. B. L. Gupta has 


Mr. B. L. Gupte, satisfied the people of Berhampore by the 


in the manner in which he has discharged his duties 
that , capaci of Sessions Judge. Everybody in Moorshedabad desires 
© should be confirmed in his present office. 


Natives as Volunteers. 


Scarcity of water. — 


SANSODHINI, 
June 3rd, 1885. 


SanSODHISI. 


SANSODHINI. 


BHAagaT Mire, 
June 3rd, 1885. 


BuaRat Mrare. 
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Pataxa, 47. Thesame paper says that many persons may probably not be able 
a to understand how the British Governmen 
The English Government end ynder which the people enjoy so many advap. 
famines. . 
tages, can be held responsible for the frequent 
recurrence of famines in the country. The English Government, says th 
Editor, is outwardly very fine, but inwardly it is all chaff. Famines are dye 
to four causes :—(1) barrenness of soil, (2) despotic Government, (8) the 
presence of a larger number of inhabitants in a country than that which 
can live upon its produce, and (4) a high rate of taxes, and not remission 
of the same in years of bad harvest. India is not unfertile. The Famine 
Commission has ascertained’ that there are about 170 millions of cultivatoys 
in India; that they produce crops worth 331 crores of rupees; and that of 
this sum, only 18 crores are paid to Government as Revenue. From, 
a hasty glance at this account, it may appear that Indians are very happy, 
But if 18 crores are deducted from the above sum, and if the remainder 
is divided by 17 crores, it will be found that a little over Rs. 17 falls 
to the share of each cultivator annually; that is, each cultivator obtains on 
an average three pice per day. Out of this sum, he has to feed and clothe 
himself, and also to feed his cattle. The English Government in India is 
based upon two principles :—(1)—the maintenance of a large number of 
English officials on large salaries, and (2)—affording every facility to English 
merchants to extend their trade. Out of 67 crores of rupees, which was 
the amount of the income of the English Government last year, 16 crores 
were spent upon the army, and 10 crores upon the civilians. The revenues 
are spent in this way every year. The poor of India do not derive 
any benefit from the importation of English goods, which are suitable 
for the luxurious rich in the country. But in order to benefit the cloth 
merchants of Manchester, Government has not looked to the interests of 
native manufacturers, and has abolished the import duties. The late 
Professor Fawcett has clearly shown in an essay, how vast sums of Indian 
money are spent upon small things. The expenditure of Rs. 12,000 
every year for the travelling and outfit of each member of the Viceroy’s 
Council is an example of this waste. In order to save India from ruin 
and famines, Government must reduce the expenditure upon the army and 
the civilians; must adopt measures to improve Indian manufactures; must 
reduce the rate of taxation ; must remit and reduce taxes in years of bad 
harvest ; and must in many instances take steps to prevent the falling off in 
the sale of country goods owing to the competition of foreign goods. 
Paatixar, 48. The Pratikdér of the 5th June, publishes a letter from the Brahmo 
wii aca nad SLIT Missionary, Baboo Ramkumar Vidyaratna in 
istress in Khargram. : ° 
which he says that upon hearing that 33 per 
sons had died of starvation in Khargram in Moorshedabad, and that one-fourth 
of the whole number of inhabitants of the village would die within 15 days 
unless relief was afforded, he hastened to the village and found upon 
enquiries that only 14 persons had died in the village. These persons 
nad become exceedingly weak from malaria, and their death was hastened 
by insufficient food. But two or three of these men have died of starva- 
tion, as they could not get anything to eat during their illness for three oF 
four days before their death. The condition of the village is so miserable 
that from seventoeight persons will die of starvation unless relief 1 
afforded within fifteen days. He gives the names of several persons wh0 
are unable to leave the bed owing to illness and want of food. 
Puaza Baxpay, 49. The Frajé Bandhu, of the 5th June, says that the Englishman and 
June Sth, 1885. Rich natives and _ scarcity of the English officials do not believe that 
os there is any distress in the province. Bat 
nobody denies that there is scarcity of water. The old tanks are 
not cleared and the people no longer think it a virtuous act to excavate 
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ks, The rich natives spend money upon such things as are likely 
- ‘. for them titles and praise from Government. So long as Govern- 


ment and rich natives do not come to their senses, the province will-not 


proePO. The Sanjtvani, of the 6th June, defends the action of native 


assistant surgeons in hesitating to proceed to the 
Afghan frontier on service, on the ground that 
‘+ will not appear unusual until Government makes some provision for their 
om) The same paper remarks that the results of the last Hntrance 

rhe resultsof the last Entrance exa- examination of the Calcutta University have not 
ainstion been satisfactory. Out of nearly 4,200 candi- 
dates only 1,402 have succeeded in passing the test. This result had probably 
something to do with the extremely hot season in which the examination 
wos held. ‘What wonder that so many boys should have broken down when 
+ ig considered that in this hot weather they were confined in a room and 
made todo brain work for three to four hours for days together. The system 
of the University examinations has produced a very bad result ; namely, it has 
impaired the eyesight of many boys by requiring them to study hard and thus 
to overwork their eyes. The evil has been aggravated by the change recently 
made by the authorities of the University in the time of holding the 
examinations. The existing rules on this point should be altered. According 
to the Editor, the examinations should be held in the first week of. March, 


when - heat is not excessive, and should extend as formerly over four 
to five days. 7 

52. The Assam correspondent of the same paper says that his letters 
The Sanjivani’s Assam correspon. OD the subject of the Oppression committed 
dent. by the planters on the coolies have raised a 
host of enemies. Europeans, both official and non-official, pleaders, mukh- 
tars, sarkars, clerks and gomasthas, all are determined to put him down. 
The Kuropeans have already threatened him by saying that “ the contributor 
of the Sanjtcant shall be the first victim of the planter’s gun.” 

53. The same paver says, praise to whom praise is due. Since 
id Rivers Thompson and newse his accession to the Lieutenant-Governor- 


, ship of these provinces, Sir Rivers Thompson 
has indeed done many acts, for which simply because they have been com- 


mitted in this country, he has escaped with mere censure ; but when it is 
found that in many other matters he is anxious to do his duty to tae best 
of his ability, why should praise be withheld from him? As regards the 
present famine in Bengal, he is doing his best. He personally went to the 
lamine-afflicted districts, and he is sanctioning the expenditure incurred in 
famine relief by the subordinate officials on the spot, not to speak of the 
” he has paid from his own pockets for the same purpose. One is there- 
ore sorry to see that such papers as the Statesman and the Mirror have 
not hesitated to join their voices with those of certain low class Bengali 
he to unjustly abuse His Honor. ‘ The Lieutenant-Governor is 
“ wertont and worthless.” In these and similar terms they are proclaiming 
fe : nome and earning the applause of thoughtless men on all sides. 
Me sommes is angry because the Lieutenant-Governor has not granted 
ay " Rs. 7,000 for famine relief atonce, buthas instead given him 
a . a0 month and promised more if necessary. It ought to have been 
> € Statesman that Mr. Taylor would not have, even had ‘he been 
what he had asked for, spent the Rs. 7,000 all at once, but would have 


mad ; dees 
lie ¢ oe for affording relief gradually. Wherein is then the 


Native Assistant Surgeons. 


? | 
in the mation onor open to blame The Editor repeats his remark that, 


f the famine the Lieutenant-Governor is not at all to blame. 


SANJSIVANT, 
June 6th, 1885. 


SANJIVANI. 


SaNJIVANI, 


June 6th, 1885. 


BHARAT Basl, 


June 6th, 1865, 


BuakRaT Basi, 
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He has already made relief. arrangements for Bankoora, and whet 
he has done for Beerbhoom, is set forth in the letter of the Secreta 
Mr. MacDonnell, to the Indian Association. His Honor has sanctioned. 2 
expenditure of Rs. 15,000 for the relief of distress in Beerbhoom, and 
directed that tuccavi advances should be made at half the prescribed rate 
of interest, and yet he is being abused. This is extremely unjust. 
54. The same paper after noticing in some detail the recent scandaloys 
The Munsif and the Subordinate case between the Munsiff and the Subo. 
Judge of Berhampore. dinate Judge of Berhampore on the one hand 
and the Munsif’s cook on the other, makes the following observations .— - 
It is really difficult to express one’s sense of the disgust and horror at the 
offence of which two such officials of high rank, and both of them grodp. 
ates, asthe Munsif and the Subordinate Judge in question, have been 
guilty. Hindu society will be justly open to reproach if after all that 
they have done they still find a place in 1t. The Hon’ble High Court Will 
be open to equal blame if it allows them to any longer defile any judgment 
seat subordinate to it. People will cry shame upon the learned Senate of the 
University and. the educated classes, if they do not now deprive them of their 
degrees. Hindu society, the High Court and the University should con. 
bine to bring these demons in human shape to their deserved punishment, 
The writer issorry that Mr. Farrer, the Joint-Magistrate of Berhampore, has 
in his judgment called the virtuous wife of the Munsif ‘a woman.” 
55. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 6th June, says that it has repeatedly 
~ dwelt upon the subject of the health of 
Calcutta, and referred to the foul smell 
which issues from the drains. Indeed the condition of these drains is 50 
unsatisfactory, that unless a continuous flow of water is kept up within 
them, thus preventing the formation of noxious gases, Calcutta will, at 
no distant date, be visited by some terrible plague. The Editor is there- 
fore glad to find that Mr. Jones has recently, in the course of a lecture, 
delivered at the Medical College Theatre, called the attention of the 
Commissioners of Calcutta to this subject, and that the recommendations 
of the lecturer are identical with those which have been more than once 
made by this journal. | 
56. The same paper says that every day brings news 
: of terrible famine in the country. One 
shudders to think of the deplorable condition 
to which Burdwan, Bankoora and Beerbhoom have been reduced. Deaths 
from starvation are occurring there almost everyday. Death from want 


The health of Calcutta. 


The famine. 


of food and drinking-water! How dreadful! Hundreds of thousands 


will die of starvation in these districts, if Government does not grant 
them relief. It was expected that the British Government would save 
the sufferers at this time of their distress, but the administration of the 
country has unfortunately been entrusted in the hands of such cruel and 
unrighteous a person, that they are not being given any assistance from 
the State. It is exceedingly to be regretted that the officials lack mercy 
and righteousness, a knowldge of right and wrong and of good and evil. 
They are only busy in seeking their own interests. There is no hope of 
good for the country. Referring to the low relief rates, namely two pice 
worth of rice for every adult, and one pice worth of rice for every ¢ ild 
which have been proposed by the local authorities on considerations of 
economy, the writer says that he cannot understand how the sufferers 
will be able to keep themselves alive with such assistance. One might 
almost wish that the authorities, who have considered such relief sufficient, 
had been themselves at least for two days put on this ration. And its 


for keeping alive the religious instinct in these Christian officials that 
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ndia annually pay sixteen lakhs of rupees as a tax. Where 
the yeh f saeco pe a flee fn cavern by the Government of India ? 
agg are beside themselves with grief if per chance a horse gets 
re 4 with a thorn, and they deluge the earth with their tears because 
4 Chinese are opium-eaters, but at this time of famine and dreadful distress 
* are silent, and enjoying the cool breeze of Darjeeling and Simla, are 
on hing their religion before the Lieutenant-Governor and the Viceroy. 
Md the effect of their preaching is that hundreds of thousands are to-day 
co for want of food. What is more to be regretted is that, while 
Government is. lavishly expending tens of millions of rupees to deluge 
the earth with human blood, it hesitates to incur an outlay of even so 
much ag a hundred thousand rupees to save alive its poor subjects from 
the jaws of famine. The writer then proceeds to address the people of 
Bengal in the following strain :—People of Bengal! You have fallen 
‘nto the hands of such an unrighteous man, such a chandal among men, 
and such a crueland stonyhearted man that there is no escape for you. 
Ttisthe secret object of the officials to murder you. The Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal has not forgotten that you abused him during the 
Iibert Bill agitation. He is enjoying the cool breeze of Darjeeling, 
eagerly expecting to see the roads and ghats strewn over with 
your dead bodies. We ask our countrymen and the members of 
the Indian Association, and other leading associations in the country 
not to any longer look up to the Lieutenant-Governor of. Bengal for 
help, but at once to inform Parliament and the Empress of India of the 
distress which now prevails in Bengal. Is it a matter of small regret that 
hundreds of thousands of men should be suffered to die of starvation even 
after paying a separate famine tax? Taylor, Beames and Thompson, 
these three are responsible for all this enormous slaughter of men. They 
may indeed escape with impunity in this world, but at one time they 
shall have to render an account. What could be sadder and more painful 
than that people should die of starvation under British rule ? Poor cultiva- 
tors of Bengal ! We know not for what sin, committed by you, you had to 
be born in British India. 


57. The same paper asks Government to grant better house accom- 
House accommodation for Mun. modation than is provided at present to the 
ifs, Munsiffs, The Deputy Magistrates enjoy 
greater advantages in this respect. In most places in the mofussil, the 


— are obliged to put up in miserable and ill-ventilated thatched 
uts, 


58. The same paper notices with regret, that the estate of the late Baboo 
_ The estate of the late BabooGovinda Govinda Prasad Pundit of Searsole, is about 
Prasad Pundit. to be ruined by litigation between his two 
grandsons. The writer hopes that following the example of Sir Ashley Eden, 
who successfully exerted his influence in certain similar cases to prevent 
the ruin of extensive estates, the present Lieutenant-Governor will use 


. pat offices to effect a reconciliation betweeen the heirs to the Searsole 
state, 


\9. The same paper says that it is not true, as has been stated by 


Native Assistant Surgeons. @ newspaper, that native Assistant Surgeons 


the Ind were not willing to proceed on service across 
ndian frontier. The fact is that no less than twelve Assistant Surgeons 


aes to go, but they asked Government to grant them the same 

i ta as those which are given to Officers in the Military Department 

This matter of providing for their families,in the event of their death. 
Was not certainly an unreasonable request. 


BoaRaT Bas, 
June 6th, 1885. 


BoaBaT Bast. 


BHARAT Basi. 
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-60. The same paper says, that since its remarks on the fam 
Burdwan were in type, the Editor has Come 
to learn that the Lieutenant-Governor ho. 
sanctioned an expenditure of Rs. 10,000, for the relief of those sufferins 
from a scarcity of water. His Honor is thanked for having at length 
turned his attention to the matter of famine. 

61. The same paper hopes that a college for teaching the veterinary 

A college forteaching the Veterinary Science, similar to that about to be established 
science. in Bombay, will, at no distant date, be founded 
in Calcutta, where such an institution is a great desideratum. 

62. The Gramvdarta Prakdshikd, of the 6th June, notices, with a feel. 
ing of pain and disppointment, that the Lieute. 
nant-Governor has, in his reply, to the lette 
of the Commissioner of Burdwan, dated the 7th April, refused to sanction 
an expenditure of Rs. 7,000 for the relief of distress, but has granted only 
Rs. 1,000 a month for the same purpose. This shows that His Hono 
does not yet see that people have already begun to die of starvation in the 
country, and that it has now become the duty of Government to grant ade. 
quate _ to the sufferers without looking to the people themselves for 
any help. 

. 63. The Dacca Prakash, ha = 7 phy ee the decision of 
the Judge of Dacca in the recent will case 

| heer mec — — tried by him, in which the widow of the late 
Harendra Narayan Ray Chowdhuri, Zemindar of Baldha in that district, 
opposed the application of Mahesh Chandra Bhattachargva, the spiritual 
guide of the deceased, for a probate of the will made by him. The deceased 
has left a widow and an adopted minor son. [n the will, which is declared 
by the widow to be a false document, the deceased appointed his spiritual 
guide as sole executor to the estate, making at the same time some 
unfavourable remarks on the moral character of his wife. The deceased 
was a man of intemperate habits, and was almost entirely under the 
influence of his spiritual guide. He has left his estates heavily encum- 
bered with debt. The writer is sorry that the Judge has granted the 
probate to Mahesh Chandra, thus making the widow and her infant son 
beggars. The Editor beseeches Government to place the Baldha estate 


ine ip 
The famine. 


The famine. 


under the management of the Court of Wards. 


64. The same paper observes in reference to the many high-handed 
— acts of Mr. Sharp, the Magistrate of Maldab, 
noticed in the native newspapars (see our 
last report), that it is exceedingly to be regretted and wondered at that, 
under enlightened British rule, such men, as Mr. Sharp, should be left in 
charge of districts. How long will Government continue to encourage the 
high-handedness of officials, as if they were so mauy spoilt children? No 
more, enough has been done. Let Government now attend to its duty of 
checking their oppressions otherwise deplorable results will follow. 
65. The Sddhdrant, of the 7th June, says, that many persons s9y 
| that though the principles upon which the 
mete Principle upon which the ad- administration of India is now conducted, are 
nobler than that upon which it was formerly 
conducted, the system of administration, and the character of the rulers 
upon which the real well-being of the people mainly depends have n0 
improved. As for the system of administration, the question occurs to on | 
whether the assumption of the direct administration of India by the Queen bas 
been beneficial for India. If India continues to be governed for some time 
longer by short-term Governors, it must be said that India has been injure 
and not benefited by the assumption of its direct administration by the Queen 
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Under the East India Company, Clive and Hastings were tried for 


tein oppressions. But at present there is no probability of a bad ruler, like 
Jord Lytton, being disgraced. The present system of selecting Englishmen 
yelonging to the middle class as civilians, after competitive examination, is 
not bad. But the increasing intimacy between the civilians.and the Anglo- 
Indian merchants and planters is a very bad sign. The Editor does not 
expect such an impossibility, as reconciliation between Englishmen and 
Indians. Nor does he tell greedy Englishmen to abandon their greed of 
money. All that the Editor requires is that, the Anglo-Indians should some- 
ghat restrain the feelings which have led to the establishment 
of the Defence Association, and the civilians should not unite in a 
litical league with Anglo-Indian traders and planters. The ordinary 
follow feeling among Englishmen is a source of great trouble to India. 
But if the official Anglo-Indians unite in a political league with non-official 
Anglo-Indians over and above this, there will be a great moral degradation 
of British administration in India. | 


66. The same paper says that, if the civilians donot unite ina 
political league with non-official Anglo- 
Indians, the administration of India may 
easily be morally improved. Lord Mayo discovered the path of moral advance- 
ment of British rule in India, and Lord Ripon cleared it. It is impossible 
to conduct satisfactorily the administration of such a vast empire as India 
with the help of foreign officials alone. To give Indiansa share in the 
administration of their country, is the only way of making the administration 
of the country satisfactory. Lord Ripon has prepared the way. It only 
remains to trust Indians, and give effect to the measure. The Press Act of 
Lord Lytton proved Government’s distrust of Indians. Lord Ripon, after 
careful enquiries about the loyalty of Indians, came to the conclusion that 
Indians, far from being unfaithful, were so faithful that they could be safely en- 
trusted with self-government. An opportunity has arrived for Lord Dufferin 
to confirm the principle of the trust of Indians in the administration of 
India, which Lord Ripon re-established. The Editor will not consider 
hima great statesman if he lets slip this opportunity which has now 
presented itself. Educated natives in different parts of India are now 
eager for enrolment as volunteers. This eagerness to serve the British 
Government isa result of reverence of Indians for Lord Ripon. It is 
the best policy to accept this loyal offer of service by Indians. The Editor 
hopes that Lord Dufferin will follow this best policy. He who would appre- 
hend any danger to the British Government from the arming of one or 
two thousand educated Indians with bayonets, must be a mad man. 


67. The same paper says that Government has understood long since 
, ihe improvement of agriculture in that Bengal is being very much injured by the 
ssiecagh deterioration of its agriculture... Government’s 
intention to form an Agricultural Department, with two or three of the 
passed students of the Cirencester College, is a very good one. Two things 
will be done by that Department. It will ascertain by survey the extent 
of different kinds of land held by each cultivator, and it will also teach the 
cultivators the scientific method of cultivation by taking a piece of land 
say the cultivators and growing as many kinds of crops as can be grown 
| A Many difficulties, says the writer, will arise in connection with this 
. , yea The first difficulty will arise in connection with the obtaining 
that G from the cultivators. The ignorant cultivators will never believe 

<a evernment will raise various crops on a piece of land taken from 
- or their benefit, and that it will make good any loss which they 
Y sulfer from the outturns being worth less than in former years. 
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Generally the ryots will think that Government will raise crops in ode, 
to ascertain the outturn with a view to increase the rate of rent. The writer 
also asks, what arrangement has Government made for the irrigation of 
the fields? Will the teachers of agriculture be able, owing to their knoy. 
ledge of English system of agriculture, to grow wheat and potato without 
water? It is evident that, in order that the cultivators may be taught 
the scientific method of agriculture, arrangements will be necessary for the 
irrigation of fields. Government is completely indifferent to this matter, 
A well known official has declared at a public meeting that he would rathe, 
return the grant made by Government than employ it in the excavation 
and clearing of tanks. The writer believes that if Government intends 
to improve agriculture in Bengal, and especially in Burdwan, it must make 
arrangements for the supply of water. The writer does not want that 
Government should excavate tanks in all villages at once, but that it should 
do the work gradually. 


68. The same paper says that both the Lieutenant-Governor and 


The Lieutenant-Governor and the his favourite newspaper, the Englishman, are 
distress. aware of the existence of distress in Burdwan 
and Beerbhoom. Mr. Coxhead spoke all about the distress in the English. 


man the other day. The distress in burdwan and Beerbhoom has been 
brought to the notice of the Lieutenant-Governor for the last few months 
by writings in newspapers, by petitions, and by Associations. The Lieute- 
nant-Governor has also himself inspected those places. Can anyone believe 
after all this that the Lieutenant-Governor was not aware of the real state of 
things has been recently apprised of it by Mr. Lowis? But as the Bengal 
Government did not either wilfully or inadvertently make such efforts as should 
have been made to remove the distress of the people, and as probably a censure 
upon its conduct has been passed by the Government of India, it is tryin 

to conceal its fault, and has extorted words justifying its conduct from the 
Commissioner, Mr. Lowis, and its constant advocate, the Lxglishman. The 
writer is being more and more surprised at the powers of the civilians of 
Bengal. The new Commissioner of Burdwan has said what his predecessor, 
after a long stay in the division, did not venture to say. He has denied that 
there is any scarcity of food in the division, The writer says that there is 
considerable distress in Burdwan, but it has not yet developed into famine. 
But there is no expectation of any help from Government in the event 
of there being a famine, There isno hope that the people will derive any 
benefit from aruler, who turns away his eyes upon seeing their distress, 


and who is eager to hide his neglect of duty, and not to remedy the 
evil caused by it. 


69. The same paper says, that a discussion has been carried on during 
OO eae ne aE the last few weeks in newspapers upon the 
nation. , nature of the questions set in the recent First 


ee Arts Examination. Questions were set in that 
examination from books not iucluded among the text-books fixed for the 


examination. Men who set such questions are not fit to be Examiners 
however learned they may be. It is a grave offence on the part of the 
Syndicate to have the candidates examined by such men. The results of the 
Entrance Fxamination of this year, are very unsatisfactory. Only one- 
third of the whole number of candidates have passed. Butof the students 
who read in the Entrance class of different schools about half the number are 
allowed to go in for the Entrance examination. Thus only one-sixth of the 
whole number of students wio were preparing for the Entrance examination 
have passed. This exceedingly bad result is mainly due to bad teaching 0° 
doubt, but itis partly due to the faulty nature of the examination. 
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e paper hears that, an Englishmen will be appointed in the 

70. The a. ss in Place of Baboo Prasannakumar Sarvadhikary, 

Appointment oo Prasannakumar who is retiring from the Educational service. 

the Paikary. _ It is not improbable that such a thing may 

lace under Sir Rivers Thompson, who has discontinued appointing 

take p ” Professors in the Medical College, and who has not appointed a 
Native ne of the higher Judgeships in the Calcutta Small Cause Court. 

= " ay correspondent of the same paper is sorry that, Government has 

_ rejected the petition of the people of Sagar- 

Want of » Post Office in Sagardan®. = qa ngi in J essore, of o 8 oe , a 

; village. Letters are distributed in Sagardandi only two 

on yer be Merry from the Post Office of Vidyanande Kati, which is 

= dat a distance of about six miles. The inhabitants of the village have to 

a ood deal of inconvenience from the want of a Post Office in that place. 

waar” < Another correspondent of the same paper says that, the out-still in 

Chak, in Burdwan, is situated near the tank 

The out-still in Chak. whose water is _ by ee — of that 

‘acent villages. Owing to this, crowds of drunkards often commit 

ooh ng the sank, and even attack females upon suitable opportu- 


sities. The correspondent entreats Government to remove the out-still to 
og oy Prakdsh, of the 8th June, requests Mr. Lowis to 
eee ine-afflicted inspect the condition of the famine-afflicted 
The inspection of the famine-a ; 
places placesof Burdwan, Bankoorah and Beerbhoom, 
vith his own eyes. If he does so, he will be able to learn the true 
condition of the people. : "ageaias 
(4. The same paper says that, while Government is prodigal in 
many directions, it acts in a most niggardly 
spirit in some matters. Government is in- 
different to the distress of thousands of persons in many parts 
of the province, and to the recurrence of famines and epidemics in 
the land. Indians would not have to suffer so much if the Hindoo 
Government had continued. Itis avery disgraceful thing for Govern- 
ment which is the possessor of crores of rupees, to beg for the help of 
the public to relieve the distress of a few thousands of persons. It 
is a pity that the whole money of India is wasted, and Government has 
to ask for the help of the public that it may relieve the distress of 
some thousands of persons. Why is Government so much extravagant 
in its expenditure? Government should be liberal to the people. But 
instead of being such, it is extorting money from them. Cannot the 
remittances on account of the India Office be reduced ? Cannot the mone 
spent upon the English section of the army be reduced? Cannot the 
charges incurred in paying the salaries and pensions of officials in 
England be reduced? Are such charges levied from the Colonies, and can 
the money of the Colonies be speot as arbitrarily as the money of India? 
ls it just to fill the mouths of Englishmen by appointing them to those 
ollices in which natives have served with great credit? Will Government 
deprive only poor clerks, duftries and chaprasis of their bread under the 
pretext of reduction of expenditure ? 

13. The Navavibhdker, of the 8th June, says that the results of 
Siietiadid cnt famines unless put a stop to in time, are 
zs very bad. Famines make the number of 
eaths greater than that of births. The mischief thus produced cannot 
ne be remedied. Most of the children born again during famines are 
* yY and die prematurely. One famine ruins a country. But famine 

S been perpetually recurring in India. Government has never made 
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any serious effort for the prevention of famines which is at al) 
roportionate to the anxiety shown by Government in that behai | 
y the appointment of Commissions and by the prepsration of a large 
number of reports and resolutioas on the subject. The only ruler who made 
a really serious effort to put anendto a famine and succeeded in doing 
so is Lord Northbrook. Experience has not made the officials wise 
The small distress in Burdwan can be removed by a slight amount of care. 
But the officials are not prepared to take even that small amount of 
trouble. The Viceroy is busy with affairs in Central Asia. So thp 
task of the removal of the distress has devolved upon the Lieutenant. 
Governor and his officials who are almost wholly indifferent to the 
matter. 

76. The same paper says that, though Lord Randolph Churchil) 
has not taken into account all the benefits de. 
rived by England from India, Englishmen yj] 


England and India. 


- be able to understand what great benefit they are deriving from this country, 


Lord Churchill has distinctly said :—‘* Without India, England would 
cease to be a nation.” But still England is not grateful to India, whilst 
Indians are grateful to England. Referring to the loyalty recently shown 
by Indians, Lord Churchill said that such outburst of loyalty is unpreceden- 
ted in the annals of any country. But it is very painful to think that 
England will forget this loyalty of Indians when the difficulties in Central 
Asia are over. The Editor rather hopes that the English will completely trust 
Indians, and as a reward for their loyalty make no distinctions between them 
and Englishmen. 

77. The same paper says that there is great probability of mischief if 

the officials have any direct or indirect connec- 

nate’ oficials and the owning of landed tion with tea or indigo cultivation. For this 
: reason it should be seen that they have no 
connection with that business. There will be no limit to oppressions 
if the English officials own lands in this country. As most of the 
Statutory Civilians are sons of wealthy men, and as there is probability 
of their obtaining landed properties, it has been ruled that Government 
will be able to keep them in districts in which they have landed properties, 
or not keep them there at its discretion. If this rule is followed, there will 
be no probability of oppressions. The writer objects to the rule that no 
uncovenanted official will be able to acquire lands except for agricultural 
purposes in the country. It would have been sufficient if it had been 
simply ruled that they will not be able to own lands for other than agricul- 
tural purposes in their own districts. But it is unjust to prevent them 
from owning zamindarees in any part of India whatever. The same 
rule should not be made for the English officials and native officials, 
= are permanent residents of the country, in the matter of owning 

ands. 

78. The same paper says that some Anglo-Indians are clamourins 
against the enrolment of natives as volunteer, 
on the ground that such a step will increas 
the military strength of Indians, and will thus increase the danger of the 
English. An honest civilian has written a book to convince them of thetr 
error. He has clearly proved that Indians are loyal. Educated native? 
should be conciliated. ‘The English Government and Englishmen, far 
from being injured, will be benefited by the enrolment of educated natives ® 
volunteers, and refusal to do so may be attended with serious consequences. 
When every benefit is to be derived from trusting Indians, they #0 
be trusted. Now all the educated persons of India are seeking permis! 
for admission into the Volunteer Corps. Meetings are being held for that 


_ Trust of natives. 


on 
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ne in every town. Great mischief may happen if this universal 
er. snot fulfilled. But it 1s said that Lord Dufferin will confer upon 
orth the right of admission into the Volunteer Corps, and that a law 
— be passed for that purpose. The loyalty of Indians is firm. The 
i “lish Government should try to make it firmer still. 
Eng 79, The same paper says that, the grant of ten thousand rupees by 
the Bengal Government for the removal 
of the scarcity of water will do much good. 
But the sum granted is too small, No official except Mr. Coxhead is acting 
fom a sympathy with the suffering people. The Editor complains that 
Wr, Taylor, the Magistrate of Bankoorah, is giving only two pice to 
adults and one pice to children. eek 
¢), The same paper says that, India will be ruined if Lord 
Randolph Churchill, who thinks the political 


life of Indians and the influence of native 
papers to be dangerous to British dominion in India, is appointed its 


Viceroy. May God save India from the danger of being placed under the 
administration of Lord Churchill! © 
81, The Ananda Bazar Patrika, of the 8th June, gives the substance 


haan of the evidence adduced on the side of the 


_ prosecution and of the defence in the Hext 
ease, and observes that the evidence on the two sides differs principally on two 


points, first as to the number of wheels belonging to the saheb’s buggy, and 
second as to the length of Mr. Hext’s whip. The writer thinks that the 
first point is of no importance. It would have been of importance if the 
case had been a municipal case. As it is, the point of importance in 
the case is, whether orno the boy fell under the gart and died of the 
' injuries thereby received by him and in what manner he fell under the gare. 
As to the whip, it is not very probable that sosmall a whip was taken by 
Mr. Hext that he could not strike with it the foremost horse. Was only 
the hindmost horse the wicked of the two P And how could he know that the 
foremost horse would not require whipping? Itis not therefore probable 
| that the whip was really so small as Mr. Hext states it to have been. But 
assuming it to have been small, it was not at any rate so small thatit could 
not be used against the first horse. And if it could be used against the first 
horse, why could it not be used against the boy when he came between 
the two horses? Considering, indeed, the situation in which Hext found 
the boy, it is difficult to believe that he let him off without whipping him. 
The Magistrate however did not believe that Hext whipped the boy. So 
he simply sent up the accused to the Sessions on the charge of rash and 
careless driving. That charge is fully established by the evidence. Both 
sides agree in saying that the carriage was moving slowly before the boy 

fell under it. HHext, however adds that his horses became excited onl 
when the boy whipped his own horse, and Braggs says, that he repeatedly 
sounded his bugle in order to warn off the buy, which means that the 
cartilage was then running on fast, for a bugle-warning becomes necessary 
= when a carriage moves with great speed. It is clear therefore that 
: en the boy fell under the carriage, it was moving rapidly. Assuming 
anne that, the carriage was moving slowly before the boy fell under it, 
: a oa cannot be avoided that the accused could have saved the 
ri le had only chosen todo so. It was a day-time occurrence, and 
They Er , all probability must have seen the boy from a great distance. 
a Aare - accordingly stopped their carriage in time. The accused 
a 4 also directed their syces to get down and either seize hold of 
"ed i horses or drive the boy on one side. That they did no such 
8 appears from the evidence of the syces. One of the witnesses for 
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the defence, Ramdhan, says that at the point in the road where the accident 
took place two or three carriages can be driven abreast. So Hext cou! 
have, if he had only chosen to do so, driven on keeping the boy eithes on 
his right or on his left. But he did not do that. And g even 
if the accused be held not to have driven rashly, their own evidence 
will show that they drove carelessly, and therefore the boy fell under 
their gari. And then when the boy had fallen, the accused made a, 
enquiries about him. The syces say that the sahebs said nothing aboy 
the boy after he had fallen. Braggs indeed says that, he questioned the 
syces about the boy, but questioning was all that he did. Hext says tha 
he did not even know that the boy had fallen under his gari, Aft 
running on two miles the accused stopped their garz; but even then th 
made no enquiries about the boy. 8o cruelly did the accused behave 
towards the boy, and yet the Huropean jurors acquitted them. If a natiye 
of this country had done what Hext and nraggs have done, he would pro. 
bably have bad to spend the best part of his life in a jail and stake all his 
property in defending himself; and even if he had been acquitted upon 
trial, he would have come out a ruined man, broken down in mind and 
body. Braggs and Hext, however, felt not remorse even for one moment 
for what they had done; and it is just probable that at the time of their 
trial, they laughed and amused themselves sitting on chairs near the 
Judge with hearts full of gladness. They engaged no vakils and so they 
have not had to spend even two pice. Fie upon the criminal law and 
justice of India! Lord Ripon is then exhorted to observe the consequences 
of his Jurisdiction Act and of his circular regarding European criminals in 
Assam, and Lord Dufferin is asked to show by acting rightly in this case, 
that he is no vain blusterer but a ruler who has resolved to govern India 
impartially. 
82. Referring to the statement which is often made by Anglo- 
ge Indian writers in the press that, the natives 
F of this county owe England a great deal for 
the free press which they have received from her, and that England’s great- 
ness in this matter will appear from the consideration that with the exception 
of a few small States like Belzium and Switzerland, there is no free press 
even in any European country, the same paper, whilst admitting Indias 
obligation to England, thinks that the English Government profits more by 
the free press in Indiathan the Indians themselves. Anglo-Indians often forget 
that India and the European countries are very differently circumstanced, 
the former being a subject country and the latter independent. So, althougi 
there may be no free press in the FRuropean countries, there exist other 
means of ascertaining their true condition. In free countries, acts of 
oppression are brought to light by the people of the very places where they 
are committed. In India, however, fear prevents the people of a locality 
from exposing acts of oppression committed therein by indigo planters, (3 
planters, and European officers. It is because there is a free press in India 
that there is a chance of such acts coming to the notice of, and being provided 
against by Government. 
83. The same paper notices a telegraphic intelligence received by the 
A minor landlord in Gauhati Mirror to the effect that the minor land 
: lord Kumar Kumudeswar of Gaubati 12 
died of cholera. The authorities forcibly carried him off against bis 
mother’s will, kept him in an unclean house, and made no carel 
arrangements for his diet and comforts. Medical treatment was 1% 
provided for him from the beginning of his illness, and a doctor was sent 


for only when he was almost dying. Everybody in Gauhata is grieved 3 


the Kumar’s death and intense hatred is felt on account of the occurrenc 
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With the Kumar, his family comes to anend. This case affords an illustra- 
tion of the way in which mischief is done by Acts passed by the Government 
sor the benefit of minor landlords, as is indeed done by all Acts of the 
legislature though passed in the interest of the people. Such occurrences 
sre a stain upon British rule, and British rule will continue to be stained 
in this manner, and a deep feeling of loyalty to the English Government will 
not be awakened in the Indian mind, so long as the administration of this 
country will remain in the hands of foreigners, and Anglo Indians will 
recatd India a8 a field for gratifying their pride, whims and love of 
authority. The country cannot but be miserable like India where 
the rulers feel no sympathy with their subjectsin any matter what- 
eyet, where the principal object of the rulers is not to give any 
encouragemant whatsoever to their subjects, where the principal object 
of the administration 1s to uphold the official honour of the rulers, 
and where the Commissioner considers it his chief duty to support the 
Magistrate and the Lieutenant-Governor to support the Commissioner. ' The 
writer says he does not know how far the telegraphic intelligence received by 
the Mirror is correct. But he thinks it is impossible to know whether it is 
correct or not. For the public will not know whether the Government 
makes an enquiry or not; and if Government does enquire, it will probably 
entrust the Commissioner with the enquiry and the Commissioner will in 
his turn entrust it to the very Collector by whom the act has been done, 
and the enquiry will be made in such a manner that no one on earth shall 
know how it has been made. And then when the matter has been thus 
enquired into the Lieutenant-Governor will pass an order of decree or dis- 
missal according to his own pleasure. 
84, The same paper says that Government may not be able to ascertain 
eer are whether there is distress in the country. But 
Government can easily ascertain whether there 
is scarcity of water, as it 1s easy to compare the amount of rainfall during 
the year with that of the preceding year. It requires also far less expense 
to remove scarcity of water than scarcity of food. Government can 
in many places remove the scarcity by loans. Still it is indifferent to the 
sulferings of the people from scarcity of water. 
85. The same paper says that the local authorities have found upon en- 
The Licutenant-Governor anq uty Some proofs in support of the statement 
the distress. made by a correspondent of the Statesman, to 


the effect that 24 persons committed suicide 
at Bolepur towards the end of May owing to the pangs of starva- 


tion. While the people are dying of starvation, the ma bap ruler of 
Bengal is trying from Darjeeling to make the public believe, through 
his favourite paper the Lnglshman that there is no distress. The writer 
hopes that the publie will bring this to the notice of Lord Dufferin, for there 


lag of obtaining relief from Sir Rivers Thompson at this time of 
i. 


86. A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 8th June, describes the 


The famine. distress of the people in the Rampore Hat sub- 
a vil _ . division of the Beerbhoom district. In Niagram, 
Sheikh. only six miles from Rampore Hat, the family of one Guffor 


—— 5 onsueranrely well-to-do peasant, is in great want. Guffor 


e four bull eed. Last year he could not cultivate his land; of 
cag ullocks he has already sold two, the remaining two also will be 
e lish osed of. For want of food the man is now reduced to a skeleton. 
dl 7 te 18 80 great that parents, brothers, sisters, wives and children are 
Ro 4 “eserted. Even purdanashin women have begun to beg openly. 
nes and fires have begun to take place. Thereis, too, a fearful 
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scarcity of water. But for the supply of water at Sanghata, a mile away 
the inhabitants of the Rampore Hat town would have had to suffer great 
distress. 

87. A correspondent of the same paper says that Baboo Brajendr, 
Kumar Guha, Deputy Inspector of Schools 
Mymensingh, is One of the proprietors of a book. 
shop. His co-proprietor, one Srinath Bhatta. 
charjya, having recently purchased the copyright of a school-book nameq 
Vyakaran Manjusha, the Deputy Inspector at once issued a circular directing 
the use of that book in the first three classes of all middle schools j, 
the Mymensingh district. As the power of appointing text books for the 
classes in question is known to be vested in the Divisional Inspector alone, 
the Head Pundit of the Dewangungeschool wrote to the Inspector enquir- 
ring-as to whether the Deputy Inspector also possessed the power. Great. 
ly enraged at this, Brajendra Baboo at once dismissed the pundit and 
thus exceeded his powers and communicated the order to the Secretary of 
the school, informing him at the same time of the appointment of a new 
pundit in the place of the dismissed one. The Deputy Inspector has not 
assigned any reason for the step he has taken. But the reason is to be 
found in the interest which he has in the book-shop referred to above. 
Ever since he came to Mymensingh, he has introduced certain books 
written by himself and one of his relatives into the schools and _ pathshalas 
of the district, and has invariably given away these books as prizes to 
the boys. Some of the publications in question are not free from obscene 
matter. His treatment of the Secretary has been far from fair. 

88. The same paper says that, though there is undoubtedly great 
scarcity of water in the villages in the mofussil, and 
though almost everybody is complaining of it, 
yet no one comes forward with any suggestions for the removal of 
the complaint. The editor thinks that the best way to remove 
scarcity of water is for the people themselves to unite and to undertake 
the task of re-excavating the silted tanks, three or four of 
which are found in almost every village in the Burdwan, Beerbhoom and 
other districts. The task is not a gigantic one, and if some two or three 
hundred people put their hands to it, they can re-excavate a tank within 
two or three days. Whatis required is that they should take the work 
in hand. 

89. The same paper says that there has been considerable mismanage- 
ment on the Eastern Bengal State Railway since 
the line passed into the hands of Government. 
There is now no one to check any irregularity on the part of the employés 
on the line. The state of things is not better on the Southern Bengal State 
Railway. The manager of this line is a European. On the 28th April 
last, the train which was to have left Sealdah at 7-50 a. m., cid not start 
before a few minutes to 9. The trains on this line never start at the ap- 
pointed times. This causes great inconvenience to the public. The trains 
travel very slowly. At no station is good drinking water supplied to the 
passengers at this hot season. The number of carriages forming a train 18 not 
adequate, and passengers are obliged to crowd in them. These complaints 
should receive the attention of Government. 

90. The same paper directs the attention of the Magistrate of 
Hooghly and the Sub-divisional Officer of 
7 Serampore to the oppression which is bemg 
practised on the people of Singoor in that district, by the weighman of the 
local rice mart, doubtless with the knowledge of the zemindars of the place, 
by arbitrarily fixing prices for all rice sold there. The poor inhabitants 
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of Singoor are thus subjected to great hardship by being obliged to purchase 
their rice at exorbitant rates. 

91, The Surabhe, of the 9th June, says that famine has made its 

The Assam Government and the appearance 1n the North Lukshipore pergun- 


local distress. nah in Assam. About 4,000 persons have 
recome completely destitute. The Assam Government is distributing rice 


and money among the distressed. The writer is glad at the promptitude of 
he Assam Government to succour the distressed. 


99. The same paper is glad that the Madras Government has 


ement of the invention of encouraged the invention of agricultural 
ra = 
a aarieuitaral implements by the 


implements by natives, by presenting a gold — 
Madras Government. 


medal to Krishnaswami Mudaliyar for invent- 
ing anew plough, cheaper than and almost as efficacious as the English 


plough. The Bengal Government should follow this example of the 
Madras Government. 


93, The same paper says that Government asked some Assistant 
Native Assistant Surgeons going Surgeons whether they were ready to go 


to the seat of war. to the seat of war. Some of these men 
have expressed their readiness to do the same. But some have asked for 
answers to some questions, such as, what salary will be allowed them, and 
whether their families will be provided forin the event of their being 
killed. But Government has given, no reply to these questions, pro- 
bably because there is little probability of a war any longer. But 
mischief is being produced by the silence of the Government. Many persons 
are suspecting that Bengali Assistant Surgeons are unwilling to go to the 


seat of war, and they have asked those questions simply with the view of find- 
ing an excuse for their refusal to go to the seat of war. 


that all Bengalis are ready to go to the seat of war. 


94, The same paper says that the results of the Entrance Examina- 
_ The cause of the bad results of the tion of this year are very unsatisfactory. 
sca Examination. Only 1,402 students have passed out of 4,200 
candidates. The writer considers the bad results to be owing to the new 


arrangements and to the change in the time of the examination. The 
writer entreats 


the authorities of the Education Department to enquire into 
the matter. 


9). The same paper says that the inhabitants of the three famine- 
Scarcity of water in Bengal. afflicted districts of Bengal are now also 


: suffering from scarcity of water. But the 
scarcity of water is not confin 


Is ni ed to these three districts alone. Scarcity 
preading in almost all the districts of Bengal. For want of good 


. 7 5 
water people are drinking foul water. Spread of illness and deaths are 


ihe inevitable results of the drinking of foul water. ‘The Editor thanks Sir 
ers Thompson for th 


move e promptitude, however slight, which he has shown to 
pose — city of water in Beerbhoom by granting Rs. 10,000 for that pur- 
districts ut scarcity of water is increasing in the other two famine afflicted 
“cl well asin other districts of Bengal. Is it not the duty of 
a. ent.to try to remove this scarcity of water? Government could never 
ave Sat still after 


of water is s 


ple. The E 
sherosity and 


romptitude ; er ; 
regard to PE paces in regard to the other districts as he has done in 


The writer knows 
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96. The same paper says that, it is rumoured that the Lie 
Governor has decided that the ed 
expenditure should be reduced by 
of rupees. But the worthy Officiating Director of Public In 
Mr. Tawney, has protested against reduction of expenditure to that exten, 
on the ground that the Education Department will be thereby injureq 
He has recommended that the expenditure should be reduced only } 
Rs. 50,000. Mr. Tawney is not a heartless man like Sir Rivers Thompson, 
and he is surely deserving of thanks for showing some affection for the 
cause of education. But the Editor cannot approve of the reduction of the 
educational expenses even by the smaller amount. How can the step he 
supported which will place an obstacle in the way of the progress of 
the country? Because Sir Rivers Thompson is hostile to the progns 
of natives, he has been able to make the above proposal. Considering 
Government income from Bengal, the educational expenses of the pro- 
vince are very trifling. Bengalis can never consent to the reduction of 
that trifling expenditure. If it has become indispensable to make retrench. 
ments Government should reduce expenditure in other directions, Why 
is no proposal being made to reduce the enormous salaries of European 
officials, or to dismiss them and to appoint competent natives to their places? 
Why are not many officials, whose services are not required, being dis 
missed ? Why is not the undue expenditure upon the establishment of the 
Secretary of State’s office being reduced? Why is not the expenditure 
of Indian money upon the maintenance of the Eling Lunatic Asylum 
being stopped? There are many ways in which Government may reduce 
expenditure without injuring the country, but as reduction of expenditure 
in that way may injure some Englishmen, it will not adopt that course. 
Government is ready to injure natives alone. When will Government 
renounce that evil propensity ? 

97. The Prabhats, ofthe 10th June, is informed by correspondents 


Cattle pounds in Nuddes, that great oppression is committed on the 


people of Kishnagore and adjacent places 
in the Nuddea district, by the servants of the local indigo factories and the 


farmers of cattle pounds. The former seize all cattle which they come across, 
and put them into the pounds, receiving for their labour a certain amount 
of commission from the farmers. The subject should receive the attention 
of the authorities. 


98. The Dainsk, of the 11th June, says that it will be all very well if 
Reduction of public expenditure Government can increase its income by 
. ’ | making retrenchments. What is to be feared 
is lest some clerks and duftries alone should be deprived of their bread m 
making a reduction of public expenditure. : 
99. The same paper says that the distrsss in Beerbhoom 1s daily 
ope oer assuming increasingly fearful proportions. It 
ine. ‘ : d 
is said that twenty-four persous have committe 
suicide between the Bolepur and Ahmadpore stations of the East Indian 
Railway line. The Lieutenant-Governor should lose no more time, 
but at once come down from Darjeeling, and in concert with the Commi 
sioners and the Collectors, organize measures to relieve distress. The wriler 
is glad that His Honor has sanctioned an expenditure of Rs. 10,000 for the 
purpose of removing scarcity of water in Beerbhoom, but the same 
complaint exists in Hooghly, Burdwan, and other districts also, and should 
be also attended to. 


100. The Samvdd Purna Chandrodaya, of the 12th June, says that 


i it is perfectly confident that Baboo Gop 
ee Lall Mittra, the Vice-Chairman of the Calcutta 


utenant. 
UCatlonal 


One lakh 


struction, 


Reduction of expenditure. 
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Municipality, will be able to satisfactorily discharge the office of Chairman 

* the Commissioners during the absence of leave of Mr. Harrison. Indeed 
ft arrangement was proposed by Mr. Harrison himself, and has been 
 asinoull? sanctioned by the Commissioners. Itis not known whether 
Government will approve of it. If it does, the measure will prove a step in 
the direction of true self-government. 

101. The Prabhdti, of the 18th June, says that the people of Beer- 

3 _ bhoom are sending a dolorous out-cry for want 

the famine and scarcity of water 12 Of food and water. But the ruler of Bengal 

— is taking it easy on the cool heights of 

Darjeeling. The writer beseeches > His Honour to come down from 

Darjeeling and see the true state of things with his own eyes. There is no 

time to be lost. ‘Will relief arrangements be made after Beerbhoom has 
been turned into a scene of desolation ? 

102, The Samvdd Bahikd, of the 21st May, is very uneasy to find 
that the export of rice is going on uninter- 
ruptedly in the port of Balasore. 

103. Referring to the Resolution of Government on the establishment 
of an Agricultural Department in Bengal, 
The Bengal Agricultural Depart- the Utkal Dipikd, of the 2drd: May, after 
oat pointing out the advantages that may be 
derived from the working of that Deparment, goes on to make the follow- 
ing remarks. 
~ “Thus a new department is opened, but the benefits, which it proposes 
to confer on the people, will be known in time. At present, we fear the 
proposals to survey and to register the rights of the people in lands, will 
be fresh causes of oppression upon the people. These measures may 
involve a large amount of necessary expenditure, both on the part of landlord 
andtenant * ° * - * * ™ 

104. The U¢thal Darpan, of the 26th May, finds fault with the 
Vice-Chairman of the Balasore municipality, 
; for giving orders on his own authority to 
discontinue lights in certain parts of that town. : 

105. Referring to the express desire of the India Government to 

ene create one or more volunteer corps, officered 

” entirely by natives, the Sebaka, of the 27th 
May, suggests that one regiment should be composed of soldiers drawn from 
Orisa and that it should be officered by young and educated Uriyas drawn 
ftom the noble and rich families of that province. It exhorts the people 
f Orissa to take advantage of the present opportunity and to enlist as 
many of themselves as volunteers as practicable. 


Export of rice from Balasore. 


Lights in the Balasore town. 
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